
  

  

NOLAN RYAN JUNIOR HIGH BAND  
INFORMATION PACKET  

  

Dear Fifth Grade Students and Parents,  

  

You are now entering a very exciting time in your education!  As you leave elementary school and begin your junior high 

career, you will be asked to choose between several elective classes for your sixth grade year.  Sixth grade students have 

the option of joining the band program at Nolan Ryan Junior High.    

  

Since the opening of the school 2008, the Nolan Ryan Junior High Band has received local, state, and national 

recognition for its outstanding student performances.  Since 2008, individual members of the Nolan Ryan Junior High 

Band have received over 1,500 first division ratings at solo and ensemble contests, and over 350 members have been 

named to All-Region and All-District bands.  The bands at Nolan Ryan Junior High have received ten UIL Sweepstakes 

awards since 2008, as well as numerous superior ratings and Best-in-Class awards at contests in the Houston area.  The 

Nolan Ryan Junior High Band is the only Alvin ISD fine arts organization ever recognized at the state level, being named 

a Texas Music Educators State Honor Band Finalist in 2013 and 2015.  The Nolan Ryan Band has been recognized 

nationally by the Mark of Excellence Wind Band Honors Competition, being named a National Winner in 2013, 2014, 

2015, 2016, 2017, and 2018.    

  

The band at Nolan Ryan Junior High is comprised of sixth, seventh and eighth grade students playing a variety of 

different instruments.  They perform at concerts and contests as a group and individually several times a year, and most of 

them also participate in other activities at their school, such as athletics, art, choir, orchestra, theater, cheerleading, student 

council, UIL academics, National Junior Honor Society, and yearbook club.  

  

No prior musical experience is required to join the band. In the sixth grade you will learn how to read music, play an 

instrument, and work as a team.  Learning a musical instrument is a physical and mental challenge.  Studies consistently 

show that students who play a musical instrument perform better on tests, and achieve higher grades and higher SAT 

scores. They also become more skillful with self-expression, risk-taking, creativity, imagination, and cooperative learning 

than students who do not learn to play a musical instrument.   

  

The band at Nolan Ryan Junior High is full of outstanding young musicians, and we would love to have you become a 

part of our exciting program!  We will be conducting interviews for all students who are interested in being in 6th grade 

band during the months of March and April, so if you are interested, please fill out the back side of this letter, and submit 

it to your elementary music teacher.  If you are interested in trying out for percussion please have at least three teachers 

fill out the attached recommendation forms as well.    

  

After Spring Break, we will contact everyone who signs up for band on their course selection form, but the first people we 

will contact and interview will be the ones who send us this form!  If you have any questions at all about the Nolan Ryan 

Junior High Band, please feel free to contact us at the email address listed below.  

  

Thank you, and we hope to hear from you very soon!  

 
Beau Hunter 

Director of Bands 

Nolan Ryan JH 

281.245.2065 

bjhunter@alvinisd.net  



 

NOLAN RYAN JUNIOR HIGH  

5th GRADE BAND INFORMATION FORM  
      

Student’s 

First Name  

  

Student’s 

Last Name  

Parent’s  

Name  

  
  

Email 1   

  

Email 2  

  

Phone 1 

  

In the blank to the right of each instrument, mark your order of preference (first choice, second choice, 

and third choice) of which instrument you would like to learn to play.  We will discuss your choices 

during your interview. 

  

Unlimited Enrollment 

Flute ___ 

Clarinet ___ 

Trumpet ___ 

Trombone ___ 

 

 

 

Limited Enrollment 

Oboe ___ 

Bassoon ___ 

Saxophone ___ 

French Horn ___ 

Euphonium ___ 

Tuba ___ 

Percussion ___ 

  

For students wishing to try out for percussion:  

All students wishing to try out for percussion will be required to try at least one other instrument at their 

interview.    

No student may try out for percussion unless at least three teacher recommendation forms have been sent to 

Nolan Ryan Junior High.     
  

For all students:  

Although we try to match you to the instrument you want most, this is sometimes not possible.  All final 

decisions are made during the interview process with the guidance of the Nolan Ryan JH band staff.  Because 

of the nature of some instruments, space in some classes is limited and will be allocated on a first-come first-

serve basis.     

                      

  Current   

 School                              

                                  

                                                            

                                                            

                                                            

                    
       Phone 2          

                    



  

  

  

PERCUSSION RECOMMENDATION FORM 
  

Teachers, please complete this form and return it to your elementary school’s music teacher.   

  

This form will be used in combination with a personal audition to determine 

placement in the 6th grade percussion class.  

  

Your Help is Greatly Appreciated!    

Thank You for Your Support of Our Band Program!   

  

  

Student’s Name (printed) ___________________________________ Elementary School ____________________   

  

Teacher’s Name (printed) ___________________________________ Subject_______________________________  

  

Teacher’s Signature _______________________________________   

  

Please Indicate Your Opinion of the Student’s Performance in the Following Areas  

  

Academic Achievement lowest     1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10    highest  

  

Behavior                               lowest     1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10    highest    

  

Personal Responsibility  lowest     1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10    highest  

  
  

Additional Comments  

  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 



  

  

  

SMART REASONS TO BE IN BAND 
Nearly 100% of past winners in the prestigious Siemens Westinghouse Competition in Math, Science and Technology (for high school 

students) play one or more musical instruments. This led the Siemens Foundation to host a recital at Carnegie Hall in 2004, featuring 

some of these young people, after which a panel of experts debated the nature of the apparent science/music link.   
The Midland Chemist (American Chemical Society) Vol. 42, No.1, Feb. 2005  

  

Lewis Thomas, physician and biologist, found that music majors comprise the highest percentage of accepted medical students at 

66%.  
Source: As reported in “The Case for Music in the Schools,” Phi Delta Kappan, February 1994.  

  

Students of the arts continue to outperform their non-arts peers on the SAT, according to reports by the College Entrance Examination 

Board. In 2006, SAT takers with coursework/experience in music performance scored 57 points higher on the verbal portion of the 

test and 43 points higher on the math portion than students with no coursework or experience in the arts.   
The Student Descriptive Questionnaire, a self-reported component of the SAT that gathers information about students’ academic preparation, gathered data for these 

reports. Source: The College Board, Profile of College-Bound Seniors National Report for 2006; www.collegeboard.com  

  

U.S. Department of Education data on more than 25,000 secondary school students found that students who report consistent high 

levels of involvement in instrumental music over the middle and high school years show "significantly higher levels of mathematics 

proficiency by grade 12."  
U.S. Department of Education NELLS88 Database  

  

Data show that high earnings are not just associated with people who have high technical skills. In fact, mastery of the arts and humanities 

is just as closely correlated with high earnings, and, according to our analysis, that will continue to be true. History, music, drawing, and 

painting, and economics will give our students an edge just as surely as math and science will. Tough Choices or Tough Times: The report of the 

new commission on the skills of the American workforce, 2007, page 29; www.skillscommission.org  

  

Children who study a musical instrument are more likely to excel in all of their studies, work better in teams, have enhanced critical 

thinking skills, stay in school, and pursue further education.  
"Statistical benefits of music in education." Statistical-Benefits-Of-Music-In-Education. http://www.areteacademy.org/blog/statistical-benefits-of-music-ineducation 

(accessed July 17, 2014).  

  

A 2004 Stanford University study showed that mastering a musical instrument improves the way the human brain processes parts of 

spoken language. In two studies, researchers demonstrated that people with musical experience found it easier than non-musicians to 

detect small differences in word syllables. They also discovered that musical training helps the brain work more efficiently in 

distinguishing split-second differences between rapidly changing sounds that are essential to processing language.  
Prof. John Gabrieli, former Stanford psychology professor, now associate director of MIT’s Athinoula A. Martinos Center for Biomedical Imaging. 

(http://newsservice.stanford.edu, Nov. 2005)  

  
Secondary band and orchestra students reported the lowest lifetime and current use of alcohol, tobacco, and illicit drugs.  
From: "Texas Commission on Drug and Alcohol Abuse Report." Reported in Houston Chronicle, January 1998  

  

In a 2000 survey by the American Music Conference, 73 percent of those surveyed felt that teens who play an instrument are 

less likely to have discipline problems. From: Americans Love Making Music Ð And Value Music Education More Highly Than Ever, American 

Music Conference, 2000.  

  

“I have made a career doing things that weren't even invented when I graduated from high school 40 years ago. It will be the same for 

today's graduates, only on a sharply accelerating timeline. Much of what I learned in the classroom is obsolete or, at best, only 

marginally useful. What has made a difference in my life has been the ability to learn as I go, to adapt to new ideas, to have the 

courage to take risks, and to feel confident I will be able to perform and successfully meet the challenges of new situations. These 

skills I learned through participation in band and drama.”  
Fred Behning retired from IBM Corporation after a 32-year career that included assignments in systems engineering, product development, management, and customer 

technology briefings, and is still an IBM consultant. A life-long musician, Fred plays oboe and English horn in the Williamson County Symphony Orchestra and the 

Austin Symphonic Band. http://www.supportmusic.com  

  



 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED   

QUESTIONS ABOUT BAND  

Q. “Do I have to know how to read music to be in band?”  

A. No!  We will teach you everything you need to know to play an instrument.  You don’t have to have any 

musical background to be in band.  

  

Q. “Can I be in band and still play sports?”  

A. Yes!  In fact most of our band students are involved in some other type of activity.  We have band 

students on the football, basketball, volleyball, track, and tennis teams.  We also have band students in 

choir, theater, art, UIL academics, yearbook club, student council, and National Junior Honors Society.  

Band students represent one fourth of the school, so we have quarterbacks in band, most of the student 

council officers are band members, and there is a band student on every academic team!  

  

Q. “If I’m not sure about band, can I just join in the seventh grade?”  

A. No.  Our seventh and eighth grade band students have already been playing an instrument for at least 

one year.  They ha 

ve many more performance requirements than our beginners.  It is a school policy that we will not mix 

sixth graders with seventh and eighth graders, so if you want to be in band in the seventh, eighth, or even 

the twelfth grade, you must join as a sixth grader.  

  

Q. “Is band expensive?”  

A. There are expenses involved in being in band.  Some instruments are more expensive than others, and 

some instruments require more maintenance.  We do not want monetary issues to keep anyone from 

being in band.  If you are concerned about this, please discuss this with us when we meet to decide what  

instrument you will be playing.  We will help in whatever way we can.  

  

Q. “What are the band classes like in the sixth grade?”  

A. As much as possible, beginning band classes are split into like-instrument classes.  That means that 

you will meet every day, during the school day with a class of other people playing your instrument.  If you 

play the flute, you will be in the flute class and work on flute-specific issues.  Some classes are as large as 

thirty or forty students, while others may be as small as five or six.  All of the band classes play together 

for concerts and contests.    

  

Q. “Do the band students do anything other than play in concerts?”  

A. Yes!  When we have concerts, they are performances for parents, teachers, and friends, but when we 

go to contests, we play for judges and compete against other schools.  In addition to other fun activities 

we do throughout the year, every year we take one big trip.    

  



 

   

  



 

   



 

   



 

  

  
Would you like to learn more  
about the band program at  

  

Nolan Ryan Junior High? 
  

  

Visit  the 5 
th

 
  Grade Section of  

  

Our Website at 
  

http://www.alvinisd.net/Page/15393   


